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2023 Spring Snowmelt and Runoff Resulted 
in Moderate Flooding for Most Area Rivers 

As of May 1, spring flooding at all locations 
on the Two Rivers was winding down, the Red 
River flood was cresting at Drayton and about a 
week away from cresting at Pembina. The 2023 
spring snowmelt flood numbers are shown in the 
table below, and where they rank historically.

Spring snowmelt was delayed by cool 
weather and several spring storms that deposited 
additional snow on the ground well into April.   
 

When the temperatures did warm up, the 
snowpack within the Two Rivers Watershed 
District and other northern Red River tributaries 
melted and ran off rather quickly.  The hydrograph 
below depicts the Two Rivers runoff and river 
levels beginning around April 13th through May 
1st.  The river reached moderate flood stage for 
about 1 week.  Several roads, ditches and other 
public infrastructure were affected for a short 
period of time.
 On the Red River, in spite of the fact that there 
was major snowpack and snow water content in 
areas south of Grand Forks / East Grand Fork and 
Fargo / Moorhead, the river did not reach major 

Location 2023 Crest Rank Record / Year

Hallock - Two Rivers 807.18 22nd 810.7 / 1997

Drayton - Red River 40.38 19th 45.55 / 1997

Pembina - Red River 48.0 - predicted 12th 54.94 / 1997

See Spring Snowmelt
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